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Happy Valentine’s day for the 14th! Or for people like me who are going to

spend Valentine’s day with their best friend, eating a lot of food and

watching movies, Happy Galentine’s Day!  I had promised Mrs Tevendale

an entertaining introduction berating Valentine’s day (which

coincidentally - and ironically -  is her Wedding Anniversary) however,

parents evening and my English folio got in the way; so instead I am

going to wish you all a lovely half-term and hope you enjoy spending the

14th in whichever way you see fit :) 
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2022 Qatar Football

World Cup 

With the New Year far behind us, many

are hoping 2022 promises less coronavirus

and more in-person experiences. Yet as

massive international sporting events

return, so too have conversations been

sparked over the countries who are

hosting these competitions. Although,

many football fans are eager to see the

2022 FIFA World Cup, hosted by Qatar, it

has been met with immense criticism over

the egregious and exploitative conditions

two million migrant workers have been

exposed to. These workers, without which

the games could not possibly go ahead,

are faced with, “forced labour, unpaid

wages and excessive working hours,”

according to Amnesty 

International and many have been

trapped in abusive contracts under the

Kafala system which offers, “sponsorship-

based employment which legally binds

foreign workers to their employers;” but

has been heavily reprimanded for leaving

migrant workers at the whim of their

employer with laws being put in place to

end it. Additionally, FIFA has responded

with a statement outlining the regulations

put in place to protect workers. However,

the Qatari government’s alleged lack of 

enforcement or consequences for

violations in worker rights has grown a

long list of criticisms which will

undoubtedly cast a dark shadow on the

upcoming games this November.

Co-Deputy Editor, Zara Taylor



China currently disputes Bhutan, India, Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam and even the South China
Sea. But perhaps the most pressing and important of these border disputes is China’s claim

to Taiwan, a currently vibrant democracy built on a world-beating economy. Recently,
China has been rapidly encroaching: sending military aircraft into Taiwan’s air defence

zone. Subsequently, this has increased tensions and got many democratic Western states
to weigh in; the United States most recently sent 100 million dollars’ worth in a support
deal for Taiwan Patriot missiles (much to China’s dismay - and provoking warnings). But

perhaps we are overlooking China’s most obvious- and devastating play. Cutting economic
relations with Taiwan.

 
Taiwan’s economic safety depends almost entirely on its economic relations with mainland
China; Taiwan is, for the most part, successful due to its connections to mainland China. For

example, Taiwanese’s companies build many of the world’s iPhones, but they use cheap
manual labour from the mainland to do so. Even the famous Taiwan semiconductor

manufacturing corporation (the chip company) everybody loves talking about, operates a
few of its many fabrication plants in mainland China. World War three over Taiwan is a risk
but China needn’t fire a single shot or attempt a blockade to win it. By simply cutting ties,

they could potentially crush the Taiwan miracle. While this prospect would also be
horrifically damaging to the mainland's economy, it's an entirely possible outcome if the

US succeeds in forcing Taiwanese autonomy, angering China enough to take down a
bastion of democracy within the region. China cutting ties to Taiwan would leave the
Taiwanese economy stranded, no longer able to find a low-cost partner with a close

cultural affinity and geographical proximity.
 

A war (while devastating) is all too possible; but, perhaps we should look more at the far
easier option for China, which would not only shake the view on democracy within the

region but also cause the Taiwanese government to rethink their relationship with China.
 

Ruby McIntee 

Taiwan's Economic Relationship
with China…



   The Lunar New Year has passed, and so too have another four years in the Olympic calendar. This time, the Winter Olympics are being held in

Beijing, in the People's Republic of China between the 4th and 20th of February. As of the week beginning February 7th, 54 medals have been won;

18 golds, with the medal frontrunner being Sweden. Throughout the years, many sports have entered the Winter Olympics, however, what this article

will be focusing on is the popular discipline of Figure Skating, both the finished Team events and the upcoming Pairs, Free, Women and Men’s

events.

Morning came bright and cold on the Capital indoor Stadium, and the first event held was the Men’s Short - a display of intense technical prowess

from some of the best male skaters in the industry. Ten countries initially qualified, although Ukraine later had to pull out due to a positive Covid

diagnosis from Ivan Shmuratko. Only one deduction was given throughout all nine programmes, to Jin Boyang of the People's Republic of China. The

USA’s Nathan Chen took first place, with Shoma Uno of Japan and Mark Kondratiuk of the Russian Olympic Committee taking second and third

place respectively.

Just before midday on February 4th that same day; the Ice Dance Rhythm Dance was held, an event combining the best of figure skating and

dancing, incorporating elements from ballroom and modern dance. Rhythm Dance is the truly artistic side of Ice Skating, with performers showing

off their performance talents and emotional expression, as well as their technique and creativity. No deductions were given during this event; and of

the ten pairs of skaters, all of them proved their prowess on the rink. Eventually, the USA’s Madison Hubbell and Zachary Donohue were declared first

place, with the ROC’s Victoria Sinitsina and Nikita Katsalapov in second and Italy’s Charlène Guignard and Marco Fabbri in third.

Once again in the Pairs Short event, only nine countries were eligible to skate, as Germany’s Nolan Seegert was diagnosed with Covid, meaning he

and his partner Minerva Fabienne Hase could not compete. Pairs is a display of technical trust, featuring lifts, throws, and jumps that would make any

sane-minded person queasy. The PRC’s fearless Sui Wenjing and Han Cong came first, with the ROC’s Anastasia Mishina and Aleksandr Gallimov and

the USA’s Alexa Knierim and Brandon Frazier in second and third place. This leaves only the women’s event in the Team category.

Disasters and dramas plagued the Team’s Women’s Short Program, with world records and unexpected accidents running wild. The PRC’s Zhu Yi

faced criticism for falling over within a minute of starting and also missed a triple loop jump, soon after renouncing her American nationality and

choosing to compete for her home country. Meanwhile, first-place Kamila Valieva set a brand-new world record for being the first woman to land a

quadruple jump (four spins in the air) at the Olympics, at the age of only fifteen years old - although she may have tested positive for drugs, Japan’s

Higuchi Wakaba came second in the Women’s Short and Canadian Madeline Shizas came third out of ten.

The Free Skate allows competitors to prove they are worthy with a longer performance time and more chances for expression and mistakes. Only five

countries from the Short Program qualify for the Free Skate: Japan, the USA, the ROC, the PRC, and Canada. Yuma Kagamiya of Japan took first place

in the Men’s Free Skate, with Kamila Valieva taking her second first-place in the Women’s. Also taking home a second first position are Anastasia

Mishina and Aleksandr Gallimov in Pairs, with the USA’s Madison Chock and Evan Bates taking first in the Rhythm Dance Free Skate. Overall, the

Team event was dominated by the People’s Republic Of China, the Russian Olympic Committee, and the United States of America, but the fight for

Figure Skating golds is not yet over.

The Men’s singles came next, with Japan’s Yuzuru Hanyu, the 2018 World champion, the favourite to win in the Men’s Singles, though he faced

competition from the USA’s Nathan Chen and Jason Brown, and eventually finished eighty behind Chen in first. Mexico’s Donovan Carillo set an

unexpected record this Olympics, being the first Latin American man to land a quad jump, and the first Mexican skater to qualify for any form of free

skate.

Soon to come are the Women’s Singles events (8th), as well as the independent Pairs (18th) and Rhythm Dance (12th) events. A total of 32 Olympic

Committees qualified athletes to perform in these categories, and there is a lot to play for. From Team GB, Dundonian Natasha McKay is up against

skaters such as Alysia Liu, Karen Chen, and the aforementioned Kamila Valieva. And in the Ice Dance category, in the absence of world-record high-

scorers Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir, it's all to play for, with Team skaters Madison Hubbell and Zachary Donohue back in competition to win gold,

facing up against British couple Lilah Fear and Lewis Gibson among twenty-one others.

With all this talk of competition, it's important to keep in mind that the Olympic Games are about celebrating the best of human achievement. They

are about patriotism, compassion, friendship, and sportsmanship, and although with the controversies surrounding Chinese human rights,

diplomatic boycotts, and political corruption, we should remember this year’s Olympic Motto - that we are “Together for a Shared Future”.

 

       

“Together for a Shared Future”
Izzy Clark



      
Intuit Consumer Tax Group is based in San Diego, California. It is the

developer of  Turbotax- an online American website for filing taxes. There

are several different versions, including TurboTax Deluxe, TurboTax

Premier, etc. TurboTax is available for both federal and state income tax

returns plus the software is designed to guide users through their taxes

step-by-step. This is a necessary service as on average Americans spend

around 2 billion hours or 12.5 hours per person on taxes.So is Turbotax

helping the American people?

Well, this is a hard question to answer as TurboTax is known for using

shady marketing tactics to make money:  last year alone 37 million

online American tax filers were eligible for free filing. However, only 6.8%

of those eligible used it. 

So how does TurboTax manage this? One of the tactics TurboTax uses is

dark patterns, a disturbing marketing strategy in which you say

everything is free but put up a constant barrage of paywalls. This

misleads lots of low-income Americans who end up paying to file their

taxes, instead of using the free version to which they are entitled, even

stooping as low as to ‘use a military discount’ to trick veterans into

paying for what should be a completely free service. The Federal Trade

Commission is currently investigating Intuit over allegations that it had

deliberately diverted eligible TurboTax users away from free filing

options through deceptive marketing.

However, Turbotax also serves the American people incredibly effectively

as it created the website for the American Internal Revenue Service, as

well as formulated the essential stimulus checks during Covid-19. Both of

those examples (stimulus checks and website)would have had to have

astronomical costs, combined with lots of brainpower to even just begin

to create them. Without TurboTax, it is safe to say millions of Americans

would have been in trouble. Without their contribution, thousands of

Americans who had lost their job due to the pandemic would have gone

hungry or worse, homeless.

The second of the shady, misleading marketing tactics is to have two

websites, IRS free file program delivered by TurboTax and Intuit

TurboTax free edition. Only the website IRS free file is ‘free’ as it is run

through the Internal Revenue Service, but has allegedly been hidden

with code so that instead of the free version run by the IRS, it comes up

with the Intuit run  ‘free edition’. This is another aspect that the federal

trade commission is researching.

For the reasons above and due to the facts presented the balance of

TurboTax vs. the benefit to the American people is heavily tipped. It is

evident that, while providing a vital service that Americans couldn’t live

without, it also makes a profit from scamming these same Americans,

even while their services should be free. This a corrupt system fuelled by

the American government, only benefiting the wealthy and privileged.  
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    Two cats are having
a swimming race.

 
One cat is called ONE

TWO THREE and the
other UN DEUX TROIS

 
Which cat do you

think won?
 

ONE TWO THREE,
because UN DEUX TROIS

cat sank.
 

   

 Why don’t the French
have two eggs for

breakfast?
 

Because one egg is un
oeuf!!

 
Monsieur Mac! 😊

 
  

    What’s the
difference between a

cat and a comma?
 

One has claws at the
end of the paws. The

other is a pause at the
end of a clause.

 
Mrs W

     



Lavinia Ismail

‘Don’t Look Up’ - Overrated? 
 2021 saw many film releases, notably: ‘Encanto’ and ‘Spiderman: No Way

Home.’ But one of the most memorable films released last year was ‘Don’t

Look Up’.

This movie features tons of celebrities: Cate Blanchett, Ariana Grande,

Jennifer Laurence, Meryl Streep, Jonah Hill and the lead/co-lead being

played by Leonardo DiCaprio. Many famous icons wanted to be part of the

project due to the movie’s significance in today's world and the producers

wanted as many people as possible to see it. The movie is an analogy for

climate change, depicting how those in positions of power refuse to act on

global warming and how those with entrenched interests can manipulate

the public. Additionally, it also represents broader science denial and how

the modern world cannot hear the truth, with many drawing parallels to

how the world has viewed the pandemic.

The first time I watched the movie, I wasn't that fond of it, but now I realise

that this is the type of movie that the more you look into it, the more you

appreciate it. The film made me frustrated about how close they were to

stopping it but the President wouldn't do anything about it because she

was too busy and disregarded the seriousness by saying, “You can't just tell

people they're going to die!” People are laughing about how satirical the

movie was and are calling it an SNL skit, but it depicts what is happening

right now with global warming and with Covid-19.

It's quite unsettling how realistic it is, I have never seen a more realistic film

about global warming and the world ending until this (aside from David

Attenborough documentaries). Some argue this is exactly what would

happen if scientists found an asteroid coming towards earth. No one would

believe it, people would think it was a hoax; just like how Kate, a.k.a the

person who discovered it, turned into a meme and everyone just

discredited her.

One thing that people forgot about was the charged snack scene. Kate

mentions multiple times why someone so important like a general would

charge the group for snacks when they are free. I've looked into this, and

some people think it was a metaphor for items that ought to be free or

open to the public, but are instead turned into profit by the wealthy (for

instance, health care in the US), or that the rich are so greedy that they will

take any chance to make more money.

Even though there are many funny scenes in this film, there are a lot of

grim scenes; for example, the world ending (obviously) but one scene

especially is when Dr Mindy (Di Caprio) said, “We really did have

everything...” and then it cuts to scenes of Earth in its beauty. That scene

felt so meaningful, they knew what the problem was and knew the

solution but their ignorance made them mobile leading to the loss of the

Earth.

It is a very well made and engaging film, with incredible performances and

a message that everyone should hear and I recommend watching it. 

  



 Super Bowl 56 is approaching fast. Taking place on Sunday, the Los Angeles Rams, and Cincinnati Bengals will face

off for what promises to be an action-packed game. Here’s a little background information. The Super Bowl, which

takes place in February every year, is the championship game for American football. The NFL is split into two

conferences, each conference with 4 divisions of 4 teams. To get to the Super Bowl each team has to come within the

top 7 of their conference in the regular season, then manage not to get eliminated during the playoffs. The remaining

team from each conference makes it in. However, these are two teams that weren’t expected to make it this far, so

what exactly is it that makes them so dangerous?

The Cincinnati Bengals
It was a shock when the Bengals beat Kansas City -who won last year- to go to the Super Bowl. A team that has never

won a Super Bowl and has not won a playoff game in 30+ years, and is in a division that sent the other 3 teams into

the postseason in 2021. The fact that they were not eliminated alone shows they pose a serious threat to the Rams. 

Strengths;
- Joe Burrow. The 25-year-old quarterback has been a key factor in leading Cincinnati to the Super Bowl. Burrow’s

ability to pass quickly, make fast decisions, and knowing when to run the ball is what makes him so lethal to the

opponent.

- Passing. The wide receivers, who work as a team, and have lots of passing options will keep

the Rams defence on their toes.

Weaknesses;
- Defence. The Bengals have a very good defensive lineup, they just need to focus on keeping the ball at bay early in

the game. The Bengals allowed Kansas City to get ahead in their last game - something that could have easily ended

up being costly.

- Protecting the Quarterback. Burrow got sacked 55 times this season. The Rams will definitely be attempting this,

and when the quarterback gets taken down by the defense it limits opportunities to score points. The offensive

lineups number one priority will be to keep the defence from reaching burrow

Los Angeles Rams
The Rams have spent years building a roster specifically to get them to this point but weren’t supposed to get here

either. They last won a Super Bowl in 1999, and have been 3 times since then, but have lost all of them.

Strengths;
- The Rams have been to the super bowl recently, in 2018, and have won one before. They have experience and know-

how this works. The head coach, Sean McVay, has been here and knows what to do.

- It's a Home Game. The location of the super bowl is decided a year in advance, so the fact that the Rama have ended

up with a home game is an advantage

- An All-star offensive lineup. With some of the best receivers in the league, defence for the Bengals will be tough.

Weaknesses;
- Interceptions. The rams need to keep a sharp eye out for interceptions. Matthew Stafford has to keep the Bengals

from gaining an interception at all costs, this is what loses an advantage.

- The Defence. The defence is really good at stopping the ball from being passed but needs to get better at shutting it

down once it does.

Sunday's match looks to be very close and there’s not a clear outcome, but it will definitely be exciting to watch.

    

Megan Beckham 



Alleged Cat Attack 
Prithvi Sudarshan

Grease is coming to Dundee!!!
Rose Lothian 

I attend the Dundee Youth Music Theatre Group (DYMT) and we are putting on the show ‘Grease’

from August 24-27. It would be great to see you all there! It is our first ever show as a group, so it 

would be great to have some support. The tickets cost £16, but for children it’s £13 (with a £2 

booking fee). The show will be on nightly at the Whitehall Theatre starting at 7:30 pm. The show is a 

real classic that I am sure you will all enjoy! We are all rehearsing really hard, so we hope it all pays 

off! The show is produced by Lena Wagghorn. It’s directed and choreographed by Kennie Christie,

and the musical director is Fraser Mcglynn. If you would like to purchase tickets for Grease, please 

visit www.WHITEHALLTHEATRE.com. Grease is the one that you want, so come and see the show -

we hope you will enjoy.       

 The 27-year old Frenchman issued an apology but Essex Police confirmed "urgent enquiries" were underway along with

the RSPCA.

 

On Tuesday night the press questioned David Moyes’ decision to start the defender in West Ham’s game against

Watford; he stated, “No, because he is one of our better players” but went on to say, “it is certainly ongoing and the club

are dealing with it, so that is a separate matter”.

 

On Wednesday the RSPCA released a statement saying the cats "are safe and in our care".

Due to this situation Adidas have suspended the footballer after a statement: "We have concluded our investigation and

can confirm Kurt Zouma is no longer an Adidas contracted athlete.

"Adidas had earlier said, "No animal should be subject to cruel and unwarranted abuse."

West Ham's wellness partner, Vitality, has suspended its sponsorship of the club with immediate effect.

 

"We were very distressed by the video we have seen of Kurt Zouma. At Vitality, we condemn animal cruelty and violence

of any kind" a statement read. West Ham have fined the player two weeks’ wages, totalling £250,000, which will be

donated to multiple animal welfare charities.

 

   



Valentine’s Day is a holiday all about love - whether it’s love with a partner, family, or friend.
But did you know it was named after a saint called Valentine? Valentine was a good and
humble priest who worked hard to help many people get married at a time when the Roman
emperor, Claudius II Gothicus, banned people from marrying.
Claudius was a harsh ruler who led many wars during his reign. He had lost a war to a weaker
country and he couldn’t believe it; even though his general told him they were short on
soldiers before the war, and again after, when they lost. Claudius was furious that people
weren’t signing up for the army, so he had his General attempt a recruitment campaign. The
General attempted this but was told by many they didn’t want to leave their families and
those they loved. When Claudius found out he was furious; he made a new law stating no new
marriages were allowed. He had soldiers arrest many who attempted to marry.
Many people were upset but one man, a priest named Valentine, was against this and he
secretly helped many people marry at different locations. The soldiers realised that people
were able to be married so they told Claudius; he said to arrest Valentine although the soldiers
said they didn’t have proof. Claudius was very angry at this point and told them he was
Emperor, so they had to do what he demanded. One night, when Valentine was marrying a
young couple, the guards attempted to arrest the groom, not Valentine. However, Valentine let
himself to be arrested - freeing the young couple. He was brought to jail and was to be killed a
few days later.
He was allowed to have books such as the Bible and one of the guards watching him asked
Valentine for a favour. His daughter, Julia, was blind and he wanted him to teach her the word
of God. He agreed and she told him one day, during one of their sessions, the thing she wanted
most was to see the world he told her about and asked him to pray for her. He did and then
her sight was restored, and they fell in love. The day before Valentine was to be killed he told
Julia’s father he was in love, but the guard knew this already as Julia had told him. Valentine
wasn’t allowed visitors, so the guard obtained paper for him to write a letter to her, which he
signed, ‘Your Valentine.’ He was then killed on February 14th which is now known as
Valentine’s Day.
St.Valentine was a generous, thoughtful, and humble man; he worked hard to help people to
marry, and even fell in love himself while in jail. He is now known as the Patron Saint of happy
marriages, love, and young people. Valentine’s is an interesting holiday, and it is still celebrated
today; so maybe you should write a Valentine’s message for someone you care about, as he did
for Julia. Happy Valentine’s Day!

THE STORY OF ST
VALENTINES

Maisey Lafollette 



When any form of bullying, including racism, is reported, you should

expect the following response:

• You will be listened to, taken seriously and know that the matter will be

investigated with the aim of resolving the problems in a way that listens

to and takes account of your feelings. 

• The approach taken will be respectful, proportionate, and holistic and

will take account of the impact of the incident and any underlying

prejudice or negative attitudes. 

• You will be supported to make an informed choice from a range of

options that we use to address bullying. This element of choice aims to

restore your sense of agency, develop yourresilience, and establish positive

relationship approaches that you will need for the rest of your lives.

In responding to any form of bullying, we would want to be able to take a

restorative approach in the first instance, but disciplinary consequences

will be put in place should behaviours not change. In all incidents of

bullying, including racism, we will inform the relevant parents of what has

happened and how we have responded. It is our experience that this

results in the best outcome and is the most effective way to change

behaviours. Sanctions vary from verbal and written warnings, through 

to detentions, and referrals on to the Deputy Heads, Deputy Rector and

Rector (as per the Senior Years Code of Conduct which is available for you

to view on the Policies page in Firefly).

We always aim to update you once we have responded to your concern,

but please be aware that it is rarely appropriate for us to share the nature

of the sanction that has been put in place as that is confidential

information that relates to another pupil. If, for any reason, you do not feel

that you have received an update or you are not confident that we have

dealt with the matter, please get back in touch with the person to whom

you reported it in the first instance. 

I hope that this information helps you better understand what we have

been doing to respond to racism within our school community. If you

have any further ideas, if you would like to get involved, or if there is

anything that you would like to discuss further, please do go along to a

meeting of the Pupil Anti-Racism group. Alternatively, you can speak to

any member of the Senior Leadership or Guidance teams. We are always

happy to help.

In the meantime, please remember that you can speak with the following

people if you are worried about bullying in any form:

• Any member of staff, or specifically:

o Class Teacher (Junior Years)

o Group Tutor or Guidance teacher (Senior Years)

• L7 Playground Pals, F6 buddies or a Prefect (L7 or Senior)

• Diana Anti-Bullying Ambassadors (they can be contacted on 

bullying@highschoolofdundee.org.uk)

HSD Anti-Racism Pt4 
Mrs Watson 



Canva  

 

 

 

 EDITOR’S

NOTE

T H E  C O L U M N S  T E A M

Sahar Jafferbhoy

have a grea
thave a grea
thave a grea
t

weekend!weekend!weekend!   

6 Nations but only 1 is6 Nations but only 1 is
importantimportant    

Amy Leburn

Once the clock
hits 3:30 we’re

on holiday
again! After
Christmas

holidays were
ruined by Prelim
revision, I plan

on spending the
week sleeping
and relaxing!

Hopefully
there’ll be some
sun, or perhaps

like last year,
some snow! 

  

If you missed all the rugby at the weekend, let me

fill you in. The Six Nations swung into action with

some incredible play. The first match of the

weekend was Wales vs Ireland, with Ireland

beating Wales with a 29 - 7 lead. Later on that day,

Scotland played England for the Calcutta Cup. It

was an incredible game that had many on the

edge of their seats.

The match ended with Scotland on top, with a

final score of �       20 - 17 �       . It has been

38 years since Scotland won the cup two

consecutive years in a row. It was such an amazing

moment and I am so glad I got to watch it. The

third and final match of the weekend was played

on Sunday, France vs Italy. France were the

favourites for winning the match and, with a 37 -

10 win, they pulled it off.

That was last weekend, but moving onto this one,

it is looking great. We have Wales vs Scotland;

France vs Ireland; and Italy vs England. Hopefully it

will be just as exciting as last week, and we can

have another Scottish win.


